
Location

Address: 201 SW 1st St, College Place, WA, 99324, USA
Geographic Areas: Walla Walla County, T07R35E35, COLLEGE PLACE Quadrangle

Information
Number of stories: 3.00

Architect/Engineer:

Category Name or Company

Historic Context:

Category

Architecture

Education

Historic Use:

Category Subcategory

Domestic Domestic - Institutional Housing

Domestic Domestic - Institutional Housing

Construction Type Year Circa
Built Date 1947

Construction Dates:
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Project Number, Organization, 
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination SHPO Determined By, 
Determined Date

2019-01-00432, , City of College 
Place Reconnaissance and 
Intensive Level Survey

5/9/2019  

Local Registers and Districts
Name Date Listed Notes

Project History

Thematics:
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East facade.

East facade looking south.

North facade looking west.

Photos

South facade.

East facade looking south.

North facade.
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West facade.

West facade, looking southeast.

South facade.

West facade, looking northeast.

West facade.

East facade detail.
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Inventory Details - 5/9/2019

Characteristics:
Category Item

Foundation Concrete - Poured

Form Type Multiple Dwelling - Dormitory

Roof Type Flat with Parapet

Roof Material Asphalt/Composition - Rolled

Cladding Brick - Stretcher Bond

Structural System Masonry - Poured Concrete

Plan U-Shape

Styles:
Period Style Details

Modern Movement Modern

Detail Information

Common name:

Date recorded: 5/9/2019

Field Recorder: Spencer Howard

Field Site number:

SHPO Determination

Surveyor Opinion

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): Yes

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): Yes
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Significance narrative: The property, constructed ca. 1947 according to the Walla Walla County Assessor with 
the southwest wing completed ca. 1960, does not appear individually eligible under 
National Register of Historic Plac-es (NRHP) Criterion C, as it does not embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or possess high 
artistic value. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion A, as it is does 
not have a known important association with a single event or pattern of events 
significant to the city’s architec-tural history. 
The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and associ-ation; but has diminished integrity of design and materials, due to 
window and plan changes. Altera-tions to the property’s exterior do not diminish its 
ability to convey its significance or to contribute to a potential historic district.
Although lacking individual distinction, the property is located within and appears to 
contribute to a potential NRHP historic district eligible for listing at the local level of 
significance under NRHP Criteria A and C. The building contributes to a cohesive group of 
buildings that collectively contribute to the po-tential historic district’s historic character. 
Under Criterion A, the campus reflects a pattern of events important in the growth and 
development of Walla Walla University and the City of College Place, in-cluding the post-
World War II development to accommodate student population. Under Criterion C the 
potential historic district embodies the distinctive progression of building forms from the 
start of the University through post-World War II era growth. The building forms and 
architectural styles rep-resented within the potential historic district constitute an 
important and distinctive collection of edu-cation related architecture within the City of 
College Place. 
The district retains a significant concentration of buildings and circulation features that 
represent the pattern of physical development and convey a visual sense of the historic 
environment. 
The building is notable as part of a broader 1940s development pattern on the campus 
along with Pe-terson Memorial Library, and the power house additions. 
Due to the reconnaissance nature of the survey, research was not conducted to identify 
the builder or designer of the building or determine if the property is eligible under 
Criterion B, or D. Further proper-ty research may yield additional information informing 
potential eligibility.

Physical description: Sittner Hall has a concrete structure and fronts the campus quadrangle west of the 
Peterson Memorial Library. The building is named in honor of Herman R. Sittner, former 
dean of men from 1927 to 1937 and upon completion had capacity for 450 students. 
The Modern style, three story men’s residence hall stands on a poured concrete 
foundation and fol-lows a U-shaped plan. The building was built as and continues to 
function as a men’s dormitory. The main building was built ca. 1947 with the southwest 
wing completed ca. 1960. Architect C. M. Rausch is associated with the building; 
however, it is not known if he designed the original and/or the southwest wing. The U-
shape footprint of the building creates a courtyard to the rear of the building with a lawn 
and mature trees. 
The building has a flat roof with parapets and is clad with rolled asphalt composition 
roofing. A sheet metal cap extends along the parapet. Raised brick courses create 
horizontal bands along the parapet. 
Cladding consists of brick veneer in a stretcher bond with a variegated pattern consisting 
predominate-ly of buff colored brick with some cream, orange, and dark purple/red 
brick. Mortar joints are struck. Brick surfaces have a rough, raked finish. A single raised 
brick course extending off the window header height at each story continues across the 
facade to subtly mark each story transition. Steel lintels span openings in the masonry 
walls. The 1949 addition to the powerhouse utilizes similar brick. The ca. 1960 southwest 
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wing of Sittner Hall utilizes a similar brick, though with brighter red and cream colors and 
completed the U-shape building plan. The ca. 1960 south addition to the powerhouse 
utilizes simi-lar brick. The building’s basement level consists of painted concrete. The 
building’s outer northeast and southeast corners and the area flanking the front 
entrance project out slightly beyond the main wall plane. 
Windows feature flat headers with rowlock brick sills. Windows consist of anodized 
aluminum sliders attributed to the ca. 1960 southwest wing completion. These replaced 
all the original multiple lite win-dows. Openings are regularly spaced along the facades, 
aligned vertically, and include corner window openings at the outer front facade. Corner 
window openings on the rear facade one story projection have rowlock brick headers. An 
original glass block window remains on the rear facade, along with the glass block at the 
front entrance. 
The front entrance consists of a three-story elliptically curved (convex) projecting bay 
with broad con-crete steps flanked by brick clad and painted concrete capped cheek 
walls. Three sets of double doors provide access to the interior with a flat roof projecting 
out over the concrete landing. Narrow glass block windows flank the entrance with 
three, two-story glass block windows above the entrance and separated by concrete 
mullions with a concrete panel spanning the window openings and consisting of vertical 
triangular profile detailing. The brick walls flanking the windows feature a single recessed 
ver-tical header course band capped by raised diamond details with Greek lettering 
“omikron pi, sigma”. The north and south sides of the projecting bay feature narrow, 
three story glass block windows. The outer corners of the front three story bay feature 
slightly offset brick headers due to the curved profile of the front facade that create a 
distinct shadow pattern. 
The north and south entrances each consist of a flight of concrete stairs flanked by 
stepped brick clad cheek walls with painted concrete caps. The brick facade above the 
doorways is recessed with a pro-jecting flat roof above the doorway. The adjacent 
basement level entrance on the south facade retains an original cantilevered concrete 
shed roof at the doorway. An external metal egress stair projects off the west end of the 
northwest wing. 
The building’s cladding and front entrance have slight changes with moderate plan 
changes and exten-sive window changes. Alterations based on building permits include: 
1973, sewer line installation; 1997, new roofing installation; and, 2005, interior remodel. 
Alterations include new doors at the south entrance. Outer, front facade, southeast 
basement level window opening was infilled with concrete block. A wood frame shed 
roof addition with corrugated metal roofing projects off the rear facade within the U-
shaped courtyard to provide an outdoor seating area. A shed roof exit was added on the 
north end of the east facade. An external enclosed stairway projects off the west facade 
of the south-west wing. Alterations reclad the flat cantilevered concrete roofs at the 
front, north, and south en-trances with metal sheeting.

Bibliography: City of College Place building permit records. 
Walla Walla County Assessor property record data, including estimated year built.
Walla Walla University building information provided by facilities services.
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